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How	to	know	the	image	resolution

Photo	Courtesy:	Pixabay	Whether	you’re	new	to	photography	or	a	professional,	digital	cameras	are	packed	with	features	to	hone	your	techniques,	enhance	your	shots	and	make	photography	a	truly	fun	experience.	Decide	what	features	matter	to	you	most.	Do	you	want	a	long	zoom	for	photos	or	need	video	capabilities?	Do	you	want	a	small	camera	to
carry	around	with	you	for	everyday	snaps	or	something	more	rugged	to	take	to	the	beach?	Read	on	to	find	out	what	the	10	best	digital	cameras	currently	on	the	market	have	to	offer	you.	MORE	FROM	CONSUMERSEARCH.COM	italianestro/Shutterstock	Nowadays	finding	high-quality	stock	photos	for	personal	or	commercial	use	is	very	simple.	You
just	need	to	search	the	photo	using	a	few	descriptive	words	and	let	Google	do	the	rest	of	the	work.	To	some	degree,	finding	the	right	photo	can	be	very	tiresome	and	when	you	finally	find	it	you	realize	it	is	copyright	reserved.	Stock	photo	websites	are	here	to	narrow	down	your	searching.	Out	of	the	many	sources	of	stock	images	available	online,	we
have	done	the	digging	to	come	up	with	these	five	free	sources	and	why	they	make	this	cut.1.	Pixabay	Pixabay	has	a	vast	collection	of	over	one	million	photos	of	different	varieties	and	acts	as	a	source	of	great	high-quality	photos	to	many	other	websites.	It	has	a	clean,	attractive	and	intuitive	interface	with	the	main	search	bar	to	help	filter	out	the
images,	illustrations	and	vectors	down	to	factors	such	as	color,	media	type,	minimum	dimensions	and	orientation.	Pixabay	happens	to	be	the	‘first-stop	website’	to	visit	since	all	the	stock	photos	are	free	and	can	be	used	in	any	way	you	like	without	attribution.	As	the	saying	goes,	if	you	don’t	find	it	at	Pixabay,	it	probably	doesn’t	exist.2.	PexelsAre	you
looking	for	quality	photos	for	your	business	or	project?	You	need	to	check	out	Pexels.	Pexels	does	the	“dirty	and	tiresome”	work	of	hand-picking	only	quality	photos	from	other	stock	photo	sources,	therefore,	ensuring	you	get	nothing	but	the	best.	Licensed	under	Creative	Commons	Zero,	you	can	use	these	photos	without	any	permissions	or
restrictions.	Photographers	in	this	site	are	ranked,	therefore	making	it	easier	for	you	to	follow	that	one	photographer	if	you	have	fallen	in	love	with	his/her	photos.	Moreover,	with	the	addition	of	at	least	10	photos	daily	in	its	gallery,	it’s	hard	to	miss	that	photo	you	are	looking	for.3.	UnsplashThe	uniqueness	of	photos	from	Unsplash	is	something	to	fall
in	love	with.	Firstly,	Unsplash	provides	a	very	user-friendly	interface,	with	a	search	bar	and	categories	well	labeled	at	the	top.	The	over	200,000	free	and	quality	photos	are	filtered	out	down	to	unique	wallpaper,	texture,	current	events,	fashion	and	animals	among	many	other	categories.	The	user	has	the	freedom	to	distribute,	modify	or	even	copy	all
photos	in	the	site	thanks	to	its	licensing	under	Creative	Commons	Zero.	Subscribers	are	rewarded	with	10	quality	photos	in	10	days	which	are	sent	directly	into	their	inbox,	how	about	that?4.	NegativeSpaceNegativeSpace	offers	you	over	a	thousand	high-resolution	photos	which	include	abstract,	nature,	landscape	and	black	and	white	pictures.	You
can	easily	filter	out	these	photos	through	the	copy	space	position	and	color	categories.	With	its	collection	growing	weekly,	you	are	sure	to	get	the	best	and	latest	technology,	nature	and	architecture	photos.	Licensed	under	Creative	Common	Zero	(CC0),	you	can	use	the	nature,	people,	objects,	business,	landscape	photos	however	you	want	–
commercially	or	for	personal	use.5.	GratisographyIf	you	are	just	chilling	on	your	couch	and	need	something	creative	to	do	or	brighten	your	day,	you	should	visit	Gratisography.	It’s	a	collection	of	high-resolution	quirky	and	creative	photos	from	the	whimsical,	creative	visual	artist	Ryan	McGuire.	The	‘pussy-in-boots’	creativity	in	these	photos	will	give
you	the	urge	to	share	them	with	your	friends	and	even	make	memes	out	of	them.	Worry	not,	these	photos	are	completely	free	and	with	no	restrictions	to	using	them	thanks	to	licensing	under	CC0.	With	the	different	categories	in	this	site,	you	may	stumble	upon	many	great	photos	that	will	help	you	complete	a	project.	MORE	FROM	BLOGLINES	×
MARCH	PROMOTION	40%	OFF	&	FREE	SHIPPING	Mon-Fri	9:00AM	-	5:00PM	EST	Get	your	file	resolution	and	printing	size	suggestion	from	your	image	Upload	your	file:	Some	of	our	projects				SEE	MORE	What	our	customers	are	saying...	PRO	ACCOUNT	Pictorem	also	works	with	many	professionals,	including:Artists,	Photographers,	Interior
Designers,	Corporate	Facilities	&	Marketing,	Re-sellers	&	more	Pictorem	allows	them	to	outsource	their	production	&	logistics	to	expand	their	brand	and	beautify	their	customer's	walls.	We	work	for	you	so	you	can	focus	on	your	art	and	your	core	business.	Volume	Rebate	White	Label	Custom	Sizes	Free	Dropship	in	USA	and	Canada	Dedicated
Designer	&	Sales	rep	FREE	registration	MORE	INFO	CREATE	A	PRO	ACCOUNT	Print	One	Plant	One	One	tree	planted	for	every	print.		Pictorem	supports	Trees	for	the	Future,	a	501(c)3	non-profit	organization,	that	operates	an	agroforesty	program	to	restore	trees	to	degraded	lands	by	working	with	smallholder	farmers.	In	this	video,	I’ll	show	you
how	to	check	the	size	and	resolution	of	your	images	using	Adobe	Photoshop.	There	are	many	different	programs	you	can	use	to	view	your	images,	and	most	of	them	will	allow	you	to	access	the	image’s	properties	or	attributes	from	the	menu	bar.	If	you	can't	find	the	size	and	resolution	in	one	program,	try	another.	If	all	else	fails,	you	can	always	send
the	image	to	us	and	we	can	check	it	for	you.	Quick	Review:	Image	Size	&	Resolution	Requirements	First,	let’s	briefly	review	the	requirements	and	then	we’ll	go	into	Photoshop	to	check	for	them.	If	you	are	submitting	images	for	your	book’s	cover	or	interior,	they	need	to	have	a	resolution	of	no	less	than	300	PPI,	or	pixels	per	inch.	In	addition,	images
for	your	interior	need	to	be	roughly	4	by	6	inches	or	larger.	If	they’re	for	the	cover,	they	should	be	slightly	bigger	than	the	cover	itself,	adding	at	least	an	1/8th	of	an	inch	to	the	cover’s	top,	bottom,	and	outside	edge.	Photoshop	Demonstration	#1	To	demonstrate	how	size	and	resolution	work	together,	I	have	a	few	examples	I’d	like	to	show	you.	First,
let’s	look	at	this	photograph.	Let’s	say	we	are	interested	in	placing	this	image	on	a	page	inside	a	6-by-9	book.	Let’s	also	say	we	want	this	image	to	fit	the	width	of	the	page	which	would	be	6	inches.	In	Adobe	Photoshop,	you	can	check	the	size	and	resolution	by	going	to	‘Image’	and	‘Image	Size’.	In	the	window	that	pops	up,	we	see	that	the	image	is	6	½
inches	wide	which	is	enough	to	span	the	width	of	the	page.	Unfortunately,	the	resolution	of	the	image	is	only	150	pixels	per	inch,	only	half	the	resolution	of	what	is	required	for	publication.	However,	in	Adobe	Photoshop	and	some	other	programs,	you	are	able	to	change	the	size	or	resolution	of	an	image.	But	when	doing	this,	you	need	to	be	careful
that	changing	one	aspect	of	the	image	doesn’t	negatively	affect	another	aspect.	For	example,	if	we	change	the	resolution	of	this	image	to	the	required	300	PPI,	you’ll	see	that	the	image	gets	smaller.	It	is	now	only	3	¼	inches	wide,	no	longer	big	enough	to	fit	the	width	of	the	final	page.	There	is	one	other	solution	when	using	Photoshop	or	other	image
manipulation	software.	Before	changing	the	resolution,	be	sure	‘Resample	Image’	is	selected.	If	you	have	the	option,	choose	a	bicubic	setting	that	helps	smooth	out	image	enlargement.	Now,	when	we	change	the	resolution	to	300	PPI,	the	width	and	height	remain	the	same.	This	process	is	called	resampling.	And	while	it	might	get	your	image	to	meet
the	technical	requirements	of	our	printer,	it	is	not	always	a	perfect	solution.	When	you	resample	an	image	this	way,	it	might	look	blurry	or	pixilated.	Sometimes,	like	in	this	example,	the	trade	off	is	acceptable.	But	other	times,	you	will	notice	the	quality	of	your	image	degrade	so	badly	that	the	only	remaining	option	will	be	to	rescan	the	original
photograph	or	artwork	if	you	have	it.	If	you	have	the	original	hardcopy	image	but	are	not	able	to	rescan	it	yourself,	you	might	be	able	to	find	scanning	services	at	your	local	office	supply	store.	We	also	offer	our	own	scanning	services.	If	sending	an	image	for	scanning,	we	recommend	making	a	high	quality	photocopy	for	submission	so	that	you	don’t
take	the	chance	of	losing	your	original	image	in	the	mail.	Photoshop	Demonstration	#2	Let’s	look	at	another	photo.	Let’s	say	that	we	want	this	image	to	fill	an	entire	page	in	a	5-by-8	sized	book.	By	going	to	‘Image’	and	‘Image	Size’,	we	can	see	that	this	photo	is	only	2	inches	wide	and	just	over	3	inches	tall,	not	nearly	big	enough	to	fill	a	5	by	8	sized
page.	Its	resolution	is	also	very	low,	only	72	PPI.	Incidentally,	72	PPI	is	the	standard	resolution	for	images	on	the	Internet.	Their	low	resolution	makes	them	faster	to	download	when	you’re	surfing	the	web	but	it	makes	them	bad	candidates	for	publication.	So	if	you’re	pulling	images	off	the	Web,	you’ll	want	to	be	sure	to	check	their	resolutions	and	that
you	have	legal	permission	to	reproduce	them.	If	we	select	the	resampling	button	and	change	the	resolution	to	300	PPI,	we	could	use	this	image	but	it	could	only	be	2	inches	wide.	If	we	tried	making	it	any	bigger,	it	would	lose	resolution	and	become	blurry	or	pixilated.	This	is	what	would	happen	if	we	tried	to	make	the	image	fill	a	page	in	a	5-by-8	book.
It	just	isn’t	possible.	The	only	solution	would	be	to	re-scan	the	original	photograph	at	a	higher	resolution.	Photoshop	Demonstration	#3	Now	let’s	look	at	a	couple	of	images	we	might	want	to	use	on	the	cover	of	a	book.	Let’s	say	we	want	this	photo	to	fit	width-wise	across	the	middle	of	the	front	cover	and	our	book	size	is	6	by	9	inches.	The	image	is	6
inches	wide,	almost	big	enough	to	fit	the	width	of	the	cover.	Remember	that	when	trying	to	fill	a	cover,	you	have	to	add	1/8th	of	an	inch	to	the	top,	bottom,	or	outside	edge	of	the	cover.	In	this	example,	the	image	wasn’t	going	to	touch	the	top	or	the	bottom	of	the	cover,	but	it	was	going	to	touch	up	against	the	outside	edge.	In	this	case,	the	image
would	need	to	be	at	least	6	1/8th	of	an	inch	wide.	We	also	notice	that	the	resolution	of	the	image	is	only	250	PPI,	slightly	less	than	the	required	300.	It	would	be	best	to	re-scan	this	image	if	possible,	but	if	you	did	not	have	the	original	image,	you	might	be	able	to	resample	it	to	meet	printer	requirements.	Select	the	‘Resample	Image’	button,	then
change	the	resolution	to	the	required	300,	and	change	the	width	to	6	1/8	or	6.125.	Click	‘okay’.	Next,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	go	to	‘View’	and	‘Actual	Pixels’.	If	you	think	the	image	still	looks	pretty	crisp	and	clear,	it	is	probably	safe	to	use	on	your	cover.	But	if	you	notice	any	loss	of	quality,	it	is	better	to	try	re-scanning	the	original	hardcopy	or	finding
another	image	to	use.	Photoshop	Demonstration	#4	Let’s	look	at	one	more	image.	Let’s	say	this	image	is	an	original	painting	you	made	to	fill	your	6-by-9	cover.	Remember	that	in	order	to	fill	a	cover,	you	have	to	add	1/8th	of	an	inch	of	bleed	space	at	the	top,	bottom,	and	outside	edge.	When	we	look	at	this	image’s	properties,	we	see	that	it	is	300	PPI.
The	width	of	the	image	is	6	½	inches,	a	little	more	than	the	minimum	of	6	1/8.	The	height	of	the	image	is	a	little	more	than	7	¾.	If	we	wanted	the	image	to	fill	the	6	by	9	cover,	the	height	would	need	to	be	9	¼	inches,	including	1/8	inch	at	the	top	and	1/8	inch	at	the	bottom	for	bleed	space.	This	image	could	fit	the	width	of	your	cover	but	could	not	fit	the
height.	If	you	could	re-scan	this	image	so	that	the	height	were	9	¼	inches,	you	could	then	crop	the	sides	of	the	image	until	it	fit	the	width	of	the	6-by-9	book	cover.	When	creating	original	artwork	for	your	cover,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	know	the	dimensions	of	your	book’s	final	cover	before	beginning,	and	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	outer	1/8th	inch	at	the	top,
bottom,	and	outside	edge	will	be	cropped	off	at	the	printer.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	images,	please	contact	a	representative	at	1.888.232.4444	and	we’ll	be	happy	to	assist	you.
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